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North Carolina Farm to School
Program

Heather Barnes, Marketing Specialist
North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
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What Does NC Farm to School do?

Supplies school cafeterias across our
state with the freshest, locally grown
produce from North Carolina farms



What is “local”?

Community

County
Region
State



Only state with this model
1,020,043 students served

92 of 115 districts purchased once
1,776 schools

1,755,110 pounds of produce

$1,393,171.60 of produce from NC farmers soldto NC
schools

2"d Jongest running program in US




SCHOOL DISTRICTS PARTICIPATING IN NC FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM 2012-13

Participants

] County School Districts City School Districts
I ~sheboro City
Military School Districts Il cherokee Central Schools
I camp Lejeune Schools I Hickory Pubiic Schools
I Fort Bragg Schools I «annapolis City Schools
Il Lexington City Schools
I Mooresville City Schools
I ount Airy City Schools
- Newton-Conover City Schools
I Roanoke Rapids City Schools
I Tomasville City Schools
[ weidon City Schools
I Whiteville City Schools




NC qum to School

NC Farm to School Cooperative Members and Farms They Market for that Supply the NC Farm to School Program




:m
‘w ff
.m

\r./( ™




. : 3
February s Sweet Potato Month and now |
schools have a chance to show theo love
for sweet potatoes!  In salute 1o thas
nutnbous vegetable, the NC Sweet Potato -
Comnussion 15 SPONSONNg i Ppromotion
contest for NC schools. p

Guidelines:

+  Promote sweet potatoes m the cafetona and'or
classroom i February usiag the theme
“Love NC Sweet Potatoes ™
« Resources are avatlable on the NC Sweet Potato website, www sosweomotaies com
Lesson plans, posters and other ed: '} s are avadable by emuatling
comumsicatons Paceweelpotitoes com. A list of suggested activities 18 available at
« Put together 3 portfilio describing p } and educational effoets (incinding

pletues) about sweet potatoes that occursed is your school/cafetena in Febeuary Include
. the regsstration form, available at s sctameoschool com
+ Send siems to Heather Barnes, NCDA&CS, 1020 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC
© o 27699-1020 o Lraller b ncamaes All thes e due by 500 p.m on Friday,
" March 14, 2004,

Prizer

Witmers will be recogaized by the NC Sweet Potato Comenissson and NC Fanm %0 School.
1"place $250 2 place $150 3" place $100

For sote infiemation contact Hesther Barnes o Deatlns Yanien g gy o 101073100
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Woak of October 10 - Apples

Wk of Ocober 24 - Appies, Swaet Potmoes

Week of Ocvoder 31~ Beocesli Crowns, Coblage,
Rooms

n.«l r: e
WCDAACS Marksrig Divison

Em e i il i sudieiii s
Taesoy Fisrwced, 13558y Seemwood S8CMY T

NCDARCS Food Dustssaze Drnues:

Gary Gy, SUOLIT A SR
Ted Fopieame. il bosicmaan (0e0n 20T

Caeve Tronle: Comsanienet of Az uare

NC Dapartment of Agroumias & Consaamar Senvices

NATIONAL
FARM 1o

SCHOOL
MONTH

October has been declued Nemoonal Fuos to School
meath  According %o fe Natiomal Farm to School
bn-cd thin passage of House Rewlutico 163
d Be gowmg mp =d role of Farm
o Scheol progams = 2 memns to mmprove child
metnticn, support lacal econtmues and sducate claddrey
about the cogios of food”

NCDAXCS bas been wvolved m Farm to School unce
1997 and laat your seld just under cne millios dollan
worth of produce tucugh the program  Seventy-cight
wchool distnics (1518 schools) were served by the
progeam w 2010-11

On the website (www nefsmsoschool erg) you will find
resources %o help schools plan Faem 1o School Mouth
celebeations.  There ave press releases, s PowesPomt
fact sheet suggested activities and links 10 resources and
lessom plam

The NC Fam %0 School Coopenstive, formed by the
farmers that wpply peoduce for the pogam, b
coutributed prize money for the schools Wi the best
promotios of the progam deung Octobes  To enter,
schools should send pichoes or portfobios detailing bow
they celebcated Farm to School Mosth  For meore
detals,

Aip e g faomeoschiool com bam
mnnmml Exmes are due by November
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https://www.facebook.com/NCFarmtoSchool
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Backgroun d

e 1997 as partnership with Department of
Defense

e Strawberries; Red and Golden Delicious apples
* NCDA & CS runs program solo
* National School Lunch Program
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Process
Planning
Competitive Bid
NC-ECOS

Markets contacts co-op members
Food Distribution Picks up
Food Distribution Delivers
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Delivery

e Site on School property
 Another Distributor

- " i '_l
X N BlueCross BlueShicld  SEEs
ol North Caroling

Foundation
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Future Goals

Expand the number of weeks offered
ncrease number fruits/vegetables offered
ncrease value-added products offered
ncrease value of crops sold by NC farmers
ncrease participation
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Barriers
 GAP (Good Agricultural Practices) — Market Driven
* Transportation costs - NCDA
* Transportation costs — school districts

School Infrastructure — refrigeration space,
equipment, staff, etc.

Cost of Fresh Produce versus canned/frozen
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Proudly fedin

Questions?
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